Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 03025 181618Z 

70 

ACTION OPR-02 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 CU-02 SCA-01 PPT-01 /024 W 

076327 

R 181520Z APR 75 

FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8412 

INFO AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI UNN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ATHENS 3025 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ASCHCGEN 

SUBJECT: DUAL NATIONALITY AND AMERICAN-SPONSORED 
SCHOOLS 

1. THE GREEK MINISTRY OF EDUCATION HAS RECENTLY 
INFORMED ALL FOREIGN SCHOOLS IN GREECE THAT EFFECTIVE 
WITH THE CLOSE OF THIS SCHOOL YEAR CHILDREN HOLDING 
GREEK CITIZENSHIP WILL BE REQUIRED TO ATTEND GREEK 
SCHOOLS. A GREEK CITIZEN IS GENERALLY DEFINED AS ANY 
PERSON OF GREEK DESCENT REGARDLESS OF PLACE OF BIRTH 

OR PASSPORT WHOSE GRANDPARENTS WERE GREEK CITIZENS. THE 
CIRCULAR DOES NOT SPECIFY AND THEREFORE BY IMPLICATION 
APPEARS TO INCLUDE THOSE CHILDREN WHOSE PARENTS 
ARE ON DIPLOMATIC AND OFFICIAL ASSIGNMENTS AS WELL 
AS NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY. 

FOREIGN SCHOOLS AFFECTED BY THIS 

CIRCULAR HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING TO SEEK CLARIFICATION AND 
EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULING BASED ON THE HARDSHIP CAUSED 
TO CITIZENS OF OTHER COUNTRIES WHO, ALTHOUGH OF GREEK 
DESCENT, ARE ILL-PREPARED TO ENTER GREEK SCHOOLS BECAUSE 
OF LANGUAGE DIFFICULTIES AND BASIC CURRICULUM DIFFERENCES 
WITH SCHOOLS IN THEIR NATIVE LAND. THESE EFFORTS HAVE 
MET WITH LITTLE SUCCESS TO DATE. 

2. IF THE DEPT HAS NO OBJECTION, THE EMBASSY INTENDS 

TO INTERVENE THRU MID-LEVEL CONSULAR AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
CHANNELS AT THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE 
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OF US CITIZENS WHO PREFER AN AMERICAN EDUCATION FOR 
THEIR CHILDREN. 

3. AS DEPT IS AWARE THE QUESTION OF DUAL NATIONALITY 
HAS BEEN AN IRRITATING PROBLEM OVER THE PAST YEARS BUT 
WAS RESTRICTED PRIMARILY TO MILITARY OBLIGATION 
(NATIONAL SERVICE, MOBILIZATION). WE SEE THIS 

FURTHER ENCROACHMENT ON FREEDOM OF AMERICANS RESIDENT 
IN GREECE AS POTENTIAL THREAT WHICH IF NOT THWARTED 
MAY WELL EXPAND INTO OTHER AREAS. 

4. THE STATE DEPT SPONSORED AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
SCHOOLS WOULD LOSE APPROX. 25PC OF ITS STUDENT BODY 

IF THIS GOG ORDER WERE TO BE ENFORCED. OTHER AMERICAN- 
SPONSORED SCHOOLS WOULD SIMILARLY BE AFFECTED. 
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